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The  recent  purchase  by  the  Boston  Public  Library  of  a hitherto 
unknown  Massachusetts  Election  Sermon  gives  me  an  opportunity 
to  say  a few  words  on  a subject  which  I sought  to  treat  with  some 
thoroughness  several  years  ago.1  There  were  thirty  occasions  on 
which  the  Election  Sermon  is  known  to  have  been  preached,  but 
not  known  to  have  been  printed;  nineteen  of  these  occasions  were 
before  the  year  1675,  and  among  them  I was  obliged  to  include 
that  for  the  year  1669,  when  John  Davenport  preached.  Cotton 
Mather,  in  his  life  of  Davenport, — Chrysostomus  Nov-Anglorum,  as 
he  calls  him,  — says : “ Nor  would  I forget  a Sermon  of  his  on  2 Sam. 
23.3.  at  the  Anniversary  Court  of  Election  at  Boston  1669.  after- 
wards Published.”  2 I had  then  no  evidence  that  Mather  had  ever 
seen  this  sermon,  but  I am  now  sure,  by  comparing  his  words  with 
Davenport’s  text,  that  he  used  it  freely,  and  even  copied  in  effect 
certain  passages  from  it. 

But  with  the  exception  of  Mather  we  cannot  say  with  assurance 
that  any  person  devoted  to  New  England  history  has  ever  seen  or 
used  a copy,  since  the  work  appeared  in  1670.  This  bibliographical 
and  historic  treasure  was  for  the  first  time  to  our  knowledge 
brought  to  public  attention  in  the  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of 
Robert  Proud,  the  historian  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  sold  at  the 
auction  rooms  of  Davis  and  Harvey  in  Philadelphia,  on  8 May,  1903, 
and  the  days  following,  under  the  direction  of  S.  V.  Henkels. 
The  sermon  was  numbered  587  in  the  catalogue.  It  was  sold  to 

1 Publications,  i.  388-451. 

2 Johannes  in  Eremo,  Boston  (1695),  p.  25;  and  see  the  Magualia  (1702), 
book  iii.  chap.  iv.  § 12,  p.  56. 
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Dodd,  Mead  and  Company  for  $>180 ; and  in  February,  1904,  this 
firm  sold  it  to  the  Public  Library  for  $250. 

The  Proud  Catalogue  describes  it  as  a “ Beautiful  copy  of  an 
exceedingly  rare  Boston  imprint,  replete  with  early  New  England 
history.”  This  is  true  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  the  maker  of  the 
catalogue,  and  possibly  the  owner  of  the  sermon,  had  probably  no 
knowledge  of  its  exceeding  preciousness.  Since  the  existence  of 
D^vetopovt’s  sermon  has  been  only  a legend  for  over  two  hundred 
years',  wi'th/n6(  fact&  to  support  it;  and  since  those  industrious  col- 
J.ecjb6rsp Thomas  Prince  and  Samuel  Sewall,  failed  to  secure  copies, 
1 iPis^  not*  uhre^opafcle  to  assume  that  this  copy  is  unique.  But 
why  Although  these  early  Election  Sermons  are  all  rare  and 
hardL"t©‘br\y,Jcbpfe?  of  them  do  turn  up  occasionally.  John  Daven- 
port’s other  works  are  not  choice  in  the  way  that  the  Bay  Psalm 
Book  or  the  Indian  Bible  is  choice.  I can  offer  no  suggestion, 
unless  it  be  that  the  deceased  minister’s  executors,  realizing  that  the 
estate  was  encumbered  by  the  unsold  and  unsalable  remnant  of  an 
edition,  quietly  “ used  their  judgment  ” and  destroyed  it.  The  ser- 
mon was  preached  on  19  May,  1669,  and  on  March  fifteenth  follow- 
ing Davenport  died,  possibly  too  feeble  before  his  death  to  have 
had  much  to  do  with  the  preparation  of  the  work  for  the  press. 
The  date  of  imprint  indicates  that  he  could  have  had  no  hand  in 
the  personal  distribution  of  copies.  Mr.  Franklin  B.  Dexter  wrote 
in  1875,  “not  a copy  is  now  discoverable.”  The  Boston  Public 
Library  gives  Cambridge  as  the  place  of  imprint,  but  Mr.  Julius  H. 
Tuttle,  Assistant  Librarian  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
good  authority  in  such  matters,  thinks  that  this  sermon  was  printed 
in  London,  although  he  is  confronted  with  the  fact  that  there  is 
no  entry  of  the  title  in  Arber’s  Term  Catalogues.  Certainly  it  is 
not  so  good  a piece  of  work  as  Davenport’s  Gods  Call  to  His 
People,  printed  the  year  before  at  Cambridge  by  Samuel  Green  and 
Marmaduke  Johnson  for  John  Usher  in  Boston,  and  entered,  by 
the  way,  in  Arber’s  Term  Catalogues  (I.  85)  as  also  printed  in  Lon- 
don in  May,  1670.  If  Mr.  Tuttle’s  judgment  is  not  in  error,  and  the 
date  of  imprint  means  New  Style,  the  Election  Sermon  could  not 
have  arrived  from  London  until  after  the  death  of  Davenport.  It  is 
possible  that  the  references,  to  be  mentioned  later,  in  the  sermon  to 
the  dissatisfactions  in  the  First  Church  which  led  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Third  (Old  South)  Church  caused  those  who  had  the 
power  to  do  so  to  suppress  the  edition,  with  the  exception  perhaps 


of  a few  copies.  But  this  is  all  mere  conjecture,  however  certain  it 
is  that  these  inter-ecclesiastical  difficulties  hastened  John  Daven- 
port’s death. 

The  book  itself  and  its  contents  deserve  some  attention.  It  is 
a small  quarto,  with  trimmed  edges,  and  measures  seven  and  a 
quarter  inches  in  height  by  five  and  a half  inches  in  width.  The 
title-page  is  sightly,  with  its  large  and  well-balanced  type  superior 
to  that  within.  The  text  is  from  2 Samuel,  XXIII.  3 : “ The  God 
of  Israel  said,  the  Rock  of  Israel  spake  to  me,  He  that  ruleth  over 
men  must  be  just,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God.”  It  is  of  the  conven- 
tional pattern  — this  sermon  — with  mingled  learning  and  exhorta- 
tion on  the  duties  of  the  true  ruler.  With  a scholar’s  familiarity, 
the  preacher  quotes  from  Durandus,  Nazianzen,  and  the  Syriac,  but 
mostly  from  Holy  Writ. 

A few  years  before,  in  1662,  Davenport  had  been  among  the 
minority  in  the  Synod  which  sat  in  Boston  to  ponder  the  grave 
matter  of  consenting  to  the  admission  of  baptized  children  to  the 
privileges  of  the  church,  and  in  particular  to  the  offering,  by  them, 
as  adults,  their  own  offspring  for  baptism,  though  without  profes- 
sion of  faith  on  their  own  part.  John  Davenport  was  opposed  to 
the  Half-Way  Covenant  and  all  such  innovations,  and,  polemic  as 
he  was  by  nature,  could  not  refrain  seven  years  later  from  making 
a few  indirect  references  to  the  dangers  of  synods  and  councils. 
He  advises  his  hearers  to  — 

Avoid  carefully  imposing  upon  anything  that  Christ  hath  not  put  upon 
them,  viz.  I.  Men’s  opinions,  especially  when  they  are  such  as  prevailed 
in  an  hour  of  temptation,  though  consented  to  by  the  major  part  of  a 
Topical  Synod  yet  disliked  by  some  of  themselves,  and  by  other  godly 
ministers. 

Davenport  also  referred,  in  all  likelihood,  to  the  troubles  in  the 
First  Church  in  Boston,  which  finally  led  to  the  leaving  of  twenty- 
eight  members  who  “ after  much  tribulation,  and  by  the  aid  of  the 
first  well-marked  Ex-parte  Council  ever  held  in  Xew  England”  1 
became  the  Third  or  Old  South  Church.  A full  account  of  the 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  Davenport  came  from  New 
Haven  to  Boston  — ■ circumstances  which  largely  contributed  to  the 
separation  of  some  of  the  members  — is  in  the  History  of  the  Old 
South  Church  by  Hamilton  A.  Hill,  who  mistakenly  gives  the 


II.  M.  Dexter,  Congregationalism  as  seen  in  its  Literature,  p.  474. 
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ex  o our  election  sermon  as  from  1 Samuel,  XXIII.  5.  This 
reason  is  also  accepted  by  Thomas  Pemberton.1  It  was  Mr.  Hill’s 
opinion  that  Davenport  referred  in  the  sermon  to  the  immediate 

It  seemsTlf  tTh  n°  Schismatic  °PPonents  of  his  installation. 
“ n t the  Deputies,  who  favored  the  side  of  the  Old  Church, 

the  A«  he;UStra7  VOt6  °f  thanks”  for  tlle  s™b  but  that 

the  Assistants  refused  to  concur  because  Davenport  had  shown 
himself  a partisan  on  the  occasion  of  its  delivery. 

theVoete  of  Irt6  uT  lheref°re  S6nt  d0Wn  to  the  deputies,  declaring 
the  'ote  of  thanks  “to  be  altogether  unseasonable,  many  passages  in 

r ■*“«"  »>•“»"«  V th.  Reverend  Elto, 

e”“  ■*“»■  !«"»"*”  “1  the  request  w.e  „.de  th.t 

they  would  foibeare  further  proceeding  therein.”  Governor  Bellingham 
who  was  in  the  chair,  refused  to  put  the  question  on  sending  down  this 
remonstrance,  and  at  the  call  of  his  associates  it  was  puf  by  Simon 

Third  Church'  'VT^’  r f<T  y6arS  lat6r’  became  a meml)er  of  the 
third  Church.  The  deputies,  however,  refused  to  give  way.2 

Surely  there  were  reasons  of  prudence  for  exercising  discretion  in 
regard  to  perpetuating  this  quarrel  beyond  Davenport’s  death 

t,V  016  lnterestln£  than  aily  bygone  theological  or  ecclesias- 
tical differences  is  a passage  toward  the  end  of  the  sermon  wherein 

Davenport  lays  claim,  and  truthfully,  to  an  important  share  in  the 
foundation  of  the  Colony.  It  is  valuable  enough  to  quote,  and 
especially  since  no  historian’s  eye,  except  that  of  Cotton  Mather 
has  probably  ever  fallen  upon  it.  Davenport  says : 

thk  r!!'  COnC!“d.e  W^h  a brief  remiudiug  you  of  the  first  begiuniug  of 
this  Colony  of  the  Massachusets,  whicli  I have  the  better  advantage 

PatnTwhlT0  engag6meUt  t0  do;  bei»g  one  of  them,  by  whom  the 

by  SJ  rw°' T?  7“  PrOOW'ed  ; and  ‘°  Wh0m  jt  was  «>«wnitted, 

ConnZ  Mvt  St’  aUd  HiS  MajeStieS  most  Honourable  Privy 

Council  My  Name  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Patent,  because  I desired 

th“p  bp  ‘ 0ut’  lest  the  theu  Bishop  of  London  [Laud],  who  was  of 

ar  to  IL  7 ’ Sb°uld  baxe  aa  eye  upon  me  for  my  appearing  so 

Heins  o ’ VrT°  he  WaS  °PP0Sit:  but  ia  exPences  for  any 

Helps  to  promove  the  Work,  in  the  first  beginnings  of  it,  I bore  mv 

part  meerly  for  the  service  of  Christ,  and  for  the  help  of  his  People,  I 

not  knowing  that  ever  I should  remove  unto  these  parts,  by  vertue  of 

I 1 Massachusetts  Historical  Collections,  iii.  25fh 

Hill,  History  of  the  Old  South  Church,  i.  94. 
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that  Patent.  When  it  was  obtained,  and  committed  to  us,  we  were 
made  a Corporation  for  New-England , and  accordingly  acted,  in  sundry 
Meetings,  and  chose  Mr  Endicot  to  be  the  first  Governour,  and  sent  him 
hither ; and  for  his  encouragement,  we  gave  him  an  House  at  Salem , 
which  was  built  for  the  use  of  the  Corporation  in  London;  and  he  carried 
with  him  two  Ministers.  The  next  year  the  Corporation  in  London,  under- 
standing that  honourable  Mr  Winthrope , inclined  to  remove  himself 
and  Family  to  Neic-England , chose  him  to  be  Governor,  who  came 
to  Boston , and  with  him  we  sent  the  Patent,  to  prevent  future 
inconveniencies. 

After  a few  lines  on  the  starting  of  the  churches  “in  a Congre- 
gational way,”  he  closes  by  an  exhortation  not  to  forsake  the 
old  paths,  lest  “ the  golden  Candlesticks  ” and  u the  burning  and 
shining  Lights  ” be  removed. 

Twenty-five  years  before  this,  was  published  in  London  (1645) 
John  Cotton’s  The  Covenant  of  Gods  free  Grace,  Most  sweetly 
unfolded,  and  comfortably  applied  to  a disquieted  Soul.  It  was 
preached  from  verse  5 of  the  same  book  and  chapter  of  Samuel 
from  which  Davenport  preached  his  Election  Sermon,  and  at  the 
end  was  added  John  Davenport’s  Profession  of  Faith  made  “at  his 
admission  into  one  of  the  Churches  there.”  The  church  was  of 
course  the  First  Church  of  Quinnipiac  or  New  Haven,  definitely 
organized  in  August,  1639.  The  first  edition  of  the  Profession 
was  printed  in  1642.  Davenport  continued  as  Pastor  of  this  church 
until  he  went  to  Boston  in  May,  1668,  and  was  ordained  in  Decem- 
ber. The  Teacher  of  the  church,  William  Hooke,  was  his  col- 
league from  1644  to  1656,  and  then  became  one  of  the  domestic 
chaplains  at  Whitehall  to  Cromwell,  who  was  a kinsman  of  Hooke’s 
wife. 

It  is  germane  to  our  immediate  subject  to  recall  that  in  February, 
1666,  in  a letter  to  the  younger  Winthrop,  Davenport  declined  to 
preach  the  Election  Sermon  at  Hartford,  in  March,  for  “ sundry  other 
(besides  his  unfitness  for  the  journey  from  New  Haven)  weighty 
reasons,  whereby  I am  strongly  and  necessarily  hindred  from  that 
service,  which  may  more  conveniently  be  given  by  word  of  mouth 
to  your  Honoured  Selfe,  then  expressed  by  wrighting.”  In  a post- 
script he  adds : “ The  reason,  which  it  pleased  you  to  give,  why  I 
was  not  formerly  desired  to  preach  at  the  Election,  holdeth  as  strong 
against  my  being  invited  thereunto  now.  . . . Therefore,  I pray, 
desist  from  that  motion  to  mee,  and  urge  it  upon  some  fitter  minister 
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and  dwelling  nearer  to  the  place  of  the  Election-Courte.”  1 One 
reason  for  his  thus  declining  to  preach,  we  may  he  sure,  was  the 
disturbed  relations  then  existing  between  New  Haven  and  Hartford. 

It  would  be  an  agreeable  task  to  dwell  for  a moment  on  the  char- 
acter of  John  Davenport.  He  was  a righteous  man  after  his  own 
day  and  generation,  yet  he  wrote  that  strange  letter  to  Temple  in 
regard  to  the  regicides  wdiich  Mr.  Dexter  sadly  wishes  “ for  his 
sake  were  blotted  out.”  2 “ His  Custom  was,”  according  to  Mather, 
44  to  sit  up  very  late  at  his  Lucubrations,”  and  his  writings  clearly 
show  this  to  be  true.  Exacting  too,  the  same  eulogist  finds  him  to 
have  been,  admitting  that  44  over-much,  were  the  Golden  Snuffers 
of  the  Sanctuary  employ’d  by  him  in  his  Exercise  of  Discipline.”  3 
But  he  has  been  ably  considered  by  such  men  as  Leonard  Bacon  and 
Mr.  Dexter,  and  I have  no  excuse  for  going  beyond  my  intention 
to  make  an  announcement  to  the  Society  of  the  discovery  of  this 
supposedly  lost  book,  which  earlier  students  would  have  been  eager 
to  consult. 

1 8 Massachusetts  Historical  Collections,  x.  58,  59. 

2 Papers  of  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society,  ii.  232. 

3 Magnalia  (1702),  book  iii.  chap.  iv.  § 10,  p.  55. 
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SERMON 

Preach’d  at 

The  Election  of  the  Gov  ernour, 

BOSTON 

I N 

N e w -England, 

SVfdy  ipth  166  9> 


By  John  Davenport. 


Printed  in  the  Year,  1670, 


'i'Sam.ijlj.'' ........ 

The  God  of  I Jrad  fiuf  fbc‘f^oc\-yf 'ffoa^^fftome.  He  that 
ruletb  over  men  mu'(l  be  juft , x tiling  in  the.  fear  of  God. 

lefe  words  may  be confidered  two  wayes  ; x.  As  hold- 
ing forth  a Prophecy  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Metfiah, 
w ho  is  the  Mediator,  Surety,  and  Head  of  the  Cove- 
nant  of  Grace,  for  his  People*  In  which  Covenant  Da- 
vid comforted  himfelf  whatever  decay  es  fhould  befall 
him,  oi  his  houfe  m after-times.  %*:  .As  holding  forth 

a fede  for” the  choke  and  ordering  of  Rulers  over  men. 
Accordi-n.g^'di^3iinderacion  of  the  words,  I purpofe  to  handle  them 
at  th  s time,  as  belt  fumng  with  the  prefent  occahon.  And  fo  the  words 
hold  forth  a Rule  of  Wifdom,  w hereunto  the  Lord  teacheth  his  People 
to  apply  their  hearts,  in  feeling  Civil  Government  according  to  God*s  Or-, 
dmance,  fo  as  they  may  expebl  the  prefence  and  bleilmg  of  God,  through 
JefusChrift  with  them,  and  upon  the  Commonwealth. 

I fliall  fum  up  all  in  one  Doblnnal  Concluiion,  which  lhall  be  this » 

That  It  u the  Ordinance  of  ( yod , in  reference  to  Civil  Government  in 
Commonwealths^  that  fome  men  orderly  chofen  fhould  rule  over  other 
men  : and  in  reference  to  the  qualification  of  Rulers  ^ that  they  he  jufi% 
ruling  in  the  fear  of  God* 

Whkh  is  twofold,  i.  Concerning  the  thing;  that  feme  men  fheuld 
ml*  ever  ethers.  2 . Concerning  the  qualification  of  the  perfons  that  are 
tortile;  that  they  he  jufi3  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God . In  this  way  of  his 
Ordinance  you  fee*  in  my  Text,  both  thefe  are  joyned  together,  and  noted, 
as  the  Ordinance  of  God,  in  the  Trinity  of  Perfons  , God ‘the  Father 
faid  it,  who  is  called  the  Cjod  of  Ifraely  by  venue  of  his  gracious  Cove- 
nant with  them  : and  God  the  Son  fpakc  it,  who  is  ililed,  the  Rock  of 
Ifrael , for  that  title  is  aferibed  to  Chriit  the  Mediator,  and  fecond  Perfon : % 
For  they  drank  of  the  Spiritual  Reck*  hat  fo  limed  them,  and  the  Rock  T 
Ghrlfi!  A 2 And % 


HHBH 
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•And  they  both  fpake  it  to  David  by  the  third  Perfon,  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  fpake  by  David,  ver*  2.  But  I (hail  handle  them  feverally. 

i.  The  firft,  that  in  reference  to  Civil  Order  in  the  Commonweal, 
God  hath  ordained/  orderly  - fhould  rule  over 

other  men.  : *"  • * * * •*  % ?* : * . : v.;  * ; 

Icis  not  my  purpofe  to  difeeu^fq  of  the  .federal  Forms  of  Government, 
Monarchical,  Jrijlocratical,'  an&*  Democr'atieal,  nor  to  trouble  you  with 


From  whence  the  DoSrine  iscolledled.  And  the  firft  thing  to  be,pro- 
ved,  is, 

That  Porter  of  Civil  Rule,  by  men  orderly  chofen , is  Gods  Ordinance* 

For,  _ 

I-  It  is  from  the  Light  and  Law  of  Nature,  and  the  Law  of  Nature 
is  God’s  Law.  * , 

2.  The  orderly  ruling  of  men  *over  men,  in  general,  is  from  God,  in 
its  root,  though  voluntary  in  the  manner  of  coalefcing:  It  being  fuppofed  - 
that  men  be  combined  in  Family-Society,  it  is  neceftary  that  tney  be" 
joyned  in  a Civil-Society ; that  union  being  made,  the  power  of  Civii- 
Govemmenr,  and  of  making  Laws,  followcth  naturally,  though  the  man- 
ner of  union,  in  a Political  Body,  is  voluntary.  That  we  defeiuPour 
felves  from  violence  and  wrong,  is  aconfcquent  of  pure  Nature  ; but  that 
we  do  it  by  devolving  our  Power  into  the  hands  oi  Civil  Rukrs^thisfeems 
to  be  rather  politively  moral,  than  natural. 

* 3.  Becaufe  this  fpedal  Form  of  Civil  Government  of  Commonwcaks, 
by  men  orderly  choien>  the  Scripture  aferibes  unto  God  \ and  alfo  Civil 
Government,  adminiftred  by  Judges  and  Magiftratcs,  as  Chriiifpak^ con- 
cerning dilate , Joh..ip.ii*  Jefm  anfwtrtd,  7 hm  could  ft  have  xofower 
at  all  againft  me>  exoeft  it  were  given  thee  from  above : and  they  axe  laid 
to  judge  not  for  man,  but  for  the  Lord , 2 Chron.ip.6.  hence  they  are 
called  Gods , P{al.82.<5,7.  as  appointed  by  him,  according  toChrift’s  ex- 
pose ion  of  thole  words,  J dh.  10 , 35.  Jf  he  ca&tth  them  Gods,  untow  horn 
the  Word  of  God  was  given.  See  what  the  Wifdora  of  God,,  which  is  Jefus. 
Chnft,  faith  in  Praz/. 8,1  By  me  Kings  reign f and  Princes  decree  ju- 

. . ,V 

ObjeB.  In  % Pet, 2. 13*14.  Civil  Government  by  Civil  Rulers  is  caBed 
a humane  Ordinance,  'Apfyornfai 

Anfw.  Not  to  Haew  that  it  is  a meet  humane  invention,  atui  no  Ordi- 
nancepf  God : for  that  i*cpntradi&ory  to  The  Powers  that 

or  Ordained  of  Get*  ver.2,  and  £*  that  refi$*thsrefiftith  the  Qrdinan 
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tf  GoL  .Blit  it  is  fo  called,  t.  Becaufe  men  are  the  fubjeft  recipient  of 
this  Power.  So  the  Syriack  exp r diet h it,  Leculhum  benai  aufho,  Obey 
all  fons  of  men  that  are  in  Authority,  z . Becaufc  the  Choice  hereunto 
is  from  God  by  men,  Dent.  1. 1 3 . Bring  you  men  of  fVifdom,and  of  Under- 
standing, and  known  among  yonr  Tribes,  and  I will  make  thorn  Rulers  over 
you.  3.  Becaufe  humane  Concernments  are  the  proper  obje<5h  of  it.  If  iCor.6. 4 
then  ye  have  judgments  of  things  pertaining  to  this  life,  Jet  them  up  which 
are  leaf}  efieemed  in  the  Churches . 4.  Becaufe  the  good  of  humane  So- 

cieties is  the  end  of  it.  Therefore  Durandm,  in  his  Book,  DeOrigine 
Juris,  faith  well.  Civil  Power,  according  to  God’s  Inftitution  is  of  God, 
and  according  to  its  acquisition  and  ufe,  it  is  of  man.  And  whereas  Peter 
extends  this  fubjedlion  to  two  forts  of  objects  ; to  the  King  as  Suprcam* 
and  to  other  Governors  as  fent  by  him,  for  the  punifhment  of  evil  doers, 
and  for  the  praife  of  them  that  do  well ; He  therefore  eftablifheth  the* 

Ruling  Power  over  men  in  all  forts  of  Magistrates,  who  may  be  (aid*  to* 
be  fent  by  the  King,  either  immediate  (as  fome  are  fail  by  exprefs  detona- 
tion of  the  Per  fen  tofuch  an  office  ) or  mediately,  by  his  Royal  Charter' 
given  to  Corporations,  tochoofe  from  among  tbemfelves,  fuch  a j they  ac- 
count fit  for  inch  a trull.  This  is  our  cafe,  who  have  by  Pate  at  fr0l*  tbe 
King,  liberty  and  power  to  chufe  a Governour,  and  Dcpur  y-Govcrnour, 
and  a limitted  Number  of  Aftiftanrs,  invelled  with  MagiR<X3Cjca}  Autho- 
rity over  the  People*  My  Text  faith,  He  drat  Ruieth  oyc„x  meilr  whether 
as  Supream  or  Subordinate,  as  being  fent  by  him  upon  Peoples  choice, 
muft  be  juft,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  : There!  ,ore.  we  muft  diftin- 
gubfh  between  Family-Rulers,  and  Commonweal  .^Rulers : Family- 
Rulers,  viz*  Husbands  and  Parents,  are  the  Ordinance  of  God,  without 
ddignation  of  the  Perfons  thereunto,  by  Coimijiifion  from  the  King,  or 
Eie&ion  of  the  People:  but  it  is  not  fo  wh\i  Rulers  of  the  Common- 
wealth: For  the  designation  of  thefe,  or  thoie,  to  be  Civil  Rulers,  I ear 
ving  out  others,  is  from  God,  by  the  Peeples  free  Choice,  at  lead  by  the 
Suffrages  of  the  major  part  of  them,  wherein  the  reft  muft  acquiefec  : 

This  Power  of  Rulers  of  the  Common-wealth,  is-  derived  from  the  Pe  p;  es  t 
free  Choice  (therefore  it  is  faid  in  the  DoSbine,  being  orderly  chofen)  ior 
the  Power  of  Government,  is  originally  in  the  People,  and  that  Three 
Wayes : 

J . Radically  and  vertually  ,as  in  the  firft  Subjcdh  For  thefe  Reafons. 

%•  Becaufe,  ifliving  Creatures  have  radically  in  them  a.  power  of  feifo 
prefervation,  to  defend  themfelves  from  violence  and  wrongs  j men  united 
in  Societies,  being  realonable  Creatures,  muft  have  %mt  power  m.a  more 
reafonable  and  honourableway,  to.  put  this  power  into  the  hands  of  Civil 
, Rulers  % 
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Rulers;  nor  doth  a Community,  in  chufing  Civil  Rulers,  furrender  fo 
much  their  right  and  liberty  to  their  Rulers,  as  their  Power,  both  A&ive 
to  do,  and  Paifi/e  to  fuffer  unjuit  violence,  fo  as  the  People  fiiall  not  have 
Moral  Power  to  do,  or  avenge  injuries,  propriomarte,  without  punifin 
ment.  2.  Becaufe,  if  men  United  in  a Civil  Society,  may  give  Magu 
ffratical  Power  to  fuch  and  fuch,  leaving  out  others;  ( then  this  Power 
was  in  this  united  Society  ; but  it  was  not  in  them  formally  (for  then  all 
fhould  be  Rulers)  therefore  this  Power  was  in  them  only  virttfaUy  ; for 
Nemo  dat  quod  non  habet,  None  can  give  that  which  they  have  not  either 
formally,  or  virtually  in  themfelves. 

2.  Communicatively,  By  way  of  free  Donation  ; the  People  giving 
to  this  or  that  man,  and  not  toothers,  the  Ruling  Power  over  them.  For, 
1.  In  regular  actings  of  the  creature,  God  is  the  foil  Agent;  there  are  not 

twpfevcral  and  diftinS:  actings,  one  of  God,  another  of  the  People  : but 
irf^ne  and  the  fame  a&ion,  God,  by  the  Peoples  fuftrages,  mantes  fuch  an 
-one  Governour,  or  Magidra^e,  and  not  another.  2.  God  reguiateth  his 
Peopldexercifing  their  P )wer,  in  chufing  fuch  and  fuch,  and  nor  others, 
to  Rule  fever  them  ; therefore  the  y have  Power  rr  om  God’s  Ordinance  to 
do  ic : foiNjione  can  regulate  a Non  Ens,  n r will  God  by  his  W ord  re- 
gulate unwaVamabfo  actions,  as  he  doth  this.  Exod  18.21.  Moreover , 
provide  thou  among  all ; he  People  men  of  courage,  fear  mg  God,  men  dealing 
truly,  hatwgcovetoufnefs  ; and  appoint  fuch  over  them , to  be  Rulers  over 
thoufands,  'Ryleri  over  hundreds . Deut.  1.  1 6,  17.  *And  £ charged 
your  Judges,  that  feme  time,  faying.  Hear  the  Controverts  between  your 
Brethren , and  judge  right eoetfly  hr  ween  every  Man  and  hu  Brother,  and 
the  Stranger  that  ts  with  him  ; yl  (hall  have  no  refpeEl  of  per  fo  ns  in  judg- 
ment, but  fhall  Bear  the  fmaU  as  well  & the  great ; jt  (hall  not  four  the  foci 
cf  man,  for  the  judgement  is  Gods,  &c, 

3 . Limitiveiy ; For  the  People  fo  give  Magiftratical  Power  unto  fome, 
as  that  ftill  they  retain  in  themfelves  thele  Three  Abts,  1 .That  they  may 
meafure  out  fo  much  Civil  Power,  as  God  in  his  Word  alioweth  to 
them,  and  no  more,  nor  lefs.  2.  That  they  may  fet  bounds  and  ban  ks 
to  the  Oxercife  of  that  Power,  fo  as  it  may  not  be  exuberant,  above  the 
Laws,  and  due  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People.  3.  That  they  give 
it  out  conditionally,  upon  this  or  that  condition ; fo  as,  if  the  condition 
be  violated,  they  may  refume  their  power  of  chufing  another. 

Thus  you  fee  the  firftpart  of  God’s  Ordinance,  concerning  Civ&Rufe 
and  Government  in  Commonwealths,  by  fome  orderly  chofen  thereunto# 
The  fccond  part  oi  God’s  Ordinance  in  this  matter,  followed*,  which  4S 
concerning  the  qualifications  of  fuch  .Rulers  overmen. 

2,  That 
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That,  as  to  the  qualifications  of  Rulers  over  other  men,  it  is  God** 
Ordinance,  thatrhey  be  juft,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord . 

i.  They  muft  be  juft.  They  are  to  be  termed  juft,  in  the  fenfe  of  this 
Text,  whofe  wills  are  fandtified  and  inclined  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  per- 
form to  men  whatfoever  is  due  to  them  according  to  the  Rules  of  the 
^Pord.  i.  The  principal  and  efficient  hereof,  is  the  fan  defying  Spirit : 
therefore  it  is  faid,  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  in  all  goodne/s  and  righteouf-  ^P* 
«ds,  and  truth,  2.  The  proper  fubjedt  recipient  of  this  gift  of  Grace,  is 
the  fandfified  will,  into  which *ic  puts  a bent  and  inclination  unto  righ- 
teoufnefs.  For  the  faculties  of  the  Soul  are  not  by  nature  bent  to  that 
which  is  good,  but  contrary  \ Gen. 4.5 . But  unto  Cain  and  bis  Offering  he 
had  no  regard,  wherefore  Cain  was  exceeding  wroth,  and  his  countenance 
fell  down.  There  may  be  light  in  the  underftanding,  /hewing  what  is 

good,  but  that  which  inclineth  to  good  muft  be  in  the  will,  Rt-m.  7.  iS, 

22*  For  to  mB  isprefent  with  me?  but  l fi<?d  no  means  to  perform  that  which 
u good  e for  I delight  in  the  Law  of  God  concerning  the  inner-man.  He  is 
truly  juft,  who  adfc&^h  juftly  out  of  love  to  Righteoufnefs ; unjuft men 
may  do  juft  adrions,  upon  other  motives,  as  Abfolom  pretended,  2,  Sam, 

Xf  *4*  0 that  I were  made  fudge  in  the  Land , that  every  man  which  hath 
any  matter  of  Cent  rover  fie  might  come  tome?  that  1 might  do  him  right. 

And  the  unjuft  Judge  adfed  in  Luke  x8»  4,  5.  Though  l neither  fear  fjod? 
nor  love  mm?  yet  beemfe  this  widow  troubleth  me,  / will  do.  her  right . 

3.  The  effedlof  it  is  the  performance  of  whatfoever  is  due  to  men. 
Hence  Children  doing  their  duties  to  their  Parentsj  is  faid  to  be  juft, 
€ph,6,i.  Children  obey  your  Barents  in  the  Lord?  for  this  is  right . And 
of  Servants  to  their  Matters  is  faid  to  be  juft  and  equal,  Col. 4.1.  And  all 
tilings  due  to  men  are  performed  by  living  righteoufly,  Tit.  2.  12. 
Teaching  us,  that  denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  we  fhoutd  live 
foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world.  4.  The  Rule  is, 
not  mans  corrupt  Reafons  and  Aftedfions,  but  the  Scripture.  Mich.  6,  8* 

He  hath  fhewed  thee,0  man?  what  is  good  ; and  what  doth  the  Lord  re- 
quire of  thee  but  to  do  Juft  ice,  add  Judgment , and  to  walk. . humbly  with  thy 
God*  2 Tim.  3.  W.  Ad  Scripture  is  given  byinfyiration  from  Cjod,  and  is 
profit  Me  for  BoUrine?  for  Reproof , for  Corre&ion , for  InftruUion  in  Righ- 
teoufnifs. 

Thus  Rulers  over  men  muft  be  juft,  1 . In  their  perfonal  Converfauon, 
elfe  that  may  be  applyed  to  them  in  Rom,  2.  Therefore  thou  art  inex- 

cufabletO  man?  whofmvsr  thou  art  that  coniemneft?  for  in  that  thou  con- 
iemmB - rnnker  thm  mndemneft  thy  / elf,  for  thou  that  condemn* ft  doJi  the 
[amftkings  1 ;hd  thinkfS  %bmthis>  Oman?  that  ceptemmft  them  which 
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So  fab  things,  and  doji  the  fame  things,  that  thou  [halt  efcttpe  the  judgment 

of  God  ? 2.  In  thtir  ad minift ration  of  Juffice  and  Judgment  towards 

all  men  impartially,  and  promifed,  Pfd.  72.1i..  Then  [hall  he  judge  thy 
People  in  right  eoufnefs , and  thy  ^peor  with  equity*  This  God  required, 
Exod.  18.21.  Moreover,  provide  thou  among  ad  the  People,  men  of  courage, 
fearing  God, men  dealing  truly  , hating  covet  ou fa fs.  &C.  And  Job  pradtifed. 
Job.  29.14.  and  Samuel  pleaded,  when  the  People  would  after  the  frame 
of  Civil  Government,  1 Sam . 1 2.3 . Behold , here  l am,  bear  record  of  me, 
before  the  Lord  and  before  his  Anointed  j *wbofe  Ox  have  / taken  f or  whofe 
A [shave  / taken  f or  of  whofe  hand  have  / received  any  bribe , to  blind  mini 
eyes  therewith,  &c.  to  the  tfth  verf.  Wherein  he  {hewed*,  I.  His  Inte- 
grity, in  that  he  adjured  them  before  the  Lord.  2.  His  Modefty,  1,  In 
that  he  fpeaks  only  negatively,  that  he  had  done  them  no  wrong,  though 
he  could  have  fpoken  positively  of  much  good  they  had  received  byhis 
Government.  2,  In  th3t  he  mentioned  the  leHer  things,  Oxen,  and 
Afl'es,  implying,  that  much  iefs  had  he  wronged  them  ia  greater  things. 

2.  They  mnfi  Rule  in  the  fear  of  God  ; Which  contains  in  it -ail  mat- 
te is  of  Religion  contained  in  the  firft  Table  of  the  Law,  whereof  tfic 
filial,  reverencial,  obediential  fear  of  God  is  the  fumme  and  foundati- 
on and  head-points  t,  Scclef  12. 1 3 . Let  tee  hear  the  end  of  ad  ; Pear 
God , and  kj(p  his  Commandments , for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man , 
1 Prov.7.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  knowledge  : The  fear  of 
God  is  a Sanctifying  gift  of  Grace,  wrought  by  the  Holy  Ghoff  in*thc 
hearts  -of  the  Eie6t,  proceeding  from  a right  knowledge  of  God,  whence 
they  exalt  him  above  all,  and  are  inclined  to  the  obedience  of  his  revealed 
will  in  all  things.  1.  The  fountain  hereof  is  (an&ifying  Grace  * there- 
jJeb.  iz.  ^ore  I call  it  a gift  of  Grace ; Let  us  have  grace , whereby  we  may  faferve 
'2%.  &c.  2.  The  principal  efficient  hereof  is  the  Holy  Ghoft,//*.  1 1.2. 

And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fhaBreft  upon  him*  3*  The  fubjecl  recipient 
of  it  is  the  heart  of  the  Eieft,  Jcr.$  2*40.  And  / will  make**  ever  lofting 
Covenant  with  them, that  / will  never  turn  away  from  them  to  do  them  good, 
but  l will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  [hall  not  depart  from  me9 
4.  The  rife  of  it  is  from  a right  knowledge  of  God,  Jer.zz.tfyi6f 
Did  not  thy  Father  eat,  and  diink,  and  profper,  when  he  executed  Judg- 
ment and  Juftice,  when  he  judged  the  caule  of  the  affiidled,  and  Poor, 
he  profpered  : was  not  this  becauie  he  knew  me,  faith  the  Lord.  1.  In  his 
Sovereignty,  Jer.  10. 6.  2.  I11  his  Immenfity,  I fa,  40.1$  ,&c, Beheld  the 

Nations  are  as  a drop  of  a bucket > and  are  counted  as  the  dull  of  the  baSanee, 
&c.  3*  In  his  Omni  prefence,  Pfal.  130.7.  Whither  fall  I go  from  thy 
Sfiritp  or,  whither  (hall  1 flee  from  thy  prefence  ? 4,  Jivh^  Juftifej  h 

is 


is  a fearful  thing  to  fall  Into  the  hands  of  the  living  6W,Hof.3  .y.  i Sam.  Ueb.  to 

12.24.  y;  The  property  of  it  is,  1.  To  exalt  God  above  all,  as  the  3 *• 

highell  ob  je6l  of  oar  iubmiffion.  Pm/.  2 2.4*  By  humility  and  the  fear  of 

the  Lord,  are  riches,  honour y and  life*  2.  Affiance,  Pfal.  147.11.  Pat 

the  Lord  delighteth  in  them  that  fear  him . 3.  Love,  Deut.jo.12.  And 

novo  Ifrael > what  doth  the  Lord  thy  God  require  of  thee,  hut  to  fear  the  Lord 

thy  God , and  to  ferve  him,'  and  love  him . 

And  God  is  thus  exalted,  1.  When  his  word  prevailed  above  all  other 
words,  lfa.66. 2.  7 0 him  will  l look,,  even  to  him  that  is  of  an  humble  and 
contrite  ffiirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word.  Acts  y.28,29.  Did  not  we  frailly 
command  you , that  you  fhould  not  teach  in  this  Name  ? Then  Peter  and  the 
Apofiles  anfwered  and  (aid,  We  ought  rather  to  obey  God  than  Men . 2.Wheti 
the  Orrflniprefence  of  God,  caufeth  us  to  approve  otir  (elves,  and  wayes,  to 
him.  <?##.!  7.1.  lam  God  alfuffieient, walk.be fore  me, and  be  thou  upright. 

Job  x.  fr  He  fandhfied  his  Sons,  and  ©fibred  burnt  Offerings ; for  fob 
thought.  It  *maybc  my  Sous  have  firmed,  and  blafphemed  God  in  their 
hearts.  Ecclef. 8.12.  Though  a firmer  do  evil  an  hundred  times , and  God  pro- 
long his  dayes,  yet  I know  it  fhall  be  well  with  them  that  fear  the  Lord , &c\ 

3.  When  the  fear  of  God  ovcrcometh  all  carnal  fears.  X>*#.  3. 16, 17,1 8* 
Shadrack,Mefhach,CrAbednegto,  anfwered  and  / did  to  the  King,  O Ncbu~ 
ckadmz,z,ar,  we  are  not  careful  to.anfwer  thee  in  this  matter ; behold , the 
God  whom  we  ferve  is  aide  to  deliver  tu  from  the  burning  fiery  furnace, & he 
will  deliver  tu  out  of  thine  hand , 0 King  : but  if  not,  be  it  known  unto  thee, 

O King,  that  we  will  not  ferve  thy  God y nor  worjhip  the  golden  Image  which 
thou  hafi  fet  up.  Heb.1l.27. 

Hence  follows,  x.  A firm  cleaving  to  God,  in  the  obedience  of  Faith, 

^Deut  *10*20.  Thou  [halt  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  thou  {halt  ferve  him,  and 
cleave  to  him*  Thus  they  muft  fear  God  in  their  perfons. 

2*  In  their  Families,  Pfal.  10 1 0 2.  / will  do  wifely  in  the  per f eB  way  till 
thou  come [l  to  me,  I will  walk  in  the  uprigktnefs  of  my  heart , in  the.middefl 
of  mine  houfe * Now  therefore  fear  the  Lord  and  ferve  him  in  uprigktnefs  Jofh*  2 $ 
and  in  truth , and  put  away  the  Godds  which  your  Fathers  ferved  beyond  the  14. 
flood,  and  in  Egypt,  and  ferve  ye  the  Lord. 

3.  “They  muft  exercife  it  in  their  Civil  Government  in  the  Common* 
wealth,  Pfal*  2. 10*  xx  .Be  wife  now  therefore  ye  Kings,  be  learned  ye 
fudges  of  the  Earth  > ferve  the  Lord  in  fear*  and  rejoy  ce  in  trembling, 
Pfal.27.fr  ^ 

III.  Thefetwo,  Jufticeandthe  fear  of  God,  muft  fee  con  joyned  by- 
Gods  Ordinance  in  Rulers  over  men,  if  they  would  fakirs  his  prefence,  ah. 
fiftance,  and  blefling  with  them  in  their  publick  Admmiftratkms, 

•*  B • Reaflt.'  ’ 
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Rea  ft.  From  the  order  of  the  conjundfion  of  Juftice  with  the  fear  of 
God,  which  is  as  of  the  Effe&  with  t fee  Caufe  ; therefore  the  fear  of  God 
isfirftto  beexercifed,  and  Juftice  is  to'be  regulated  by  it.  The  Scripture 
plentifully  thews  what  a ftrong  agd  powerful  influence  and  efficacy,  the 
true  fear  of  God  exerteth  in  Reference  to  all  Moral  duties  among  men  3 
Moderation  in'jojeph , . who  Wouki  not  abufe  his  publick  Authority  unco 
private  revenge,  givingrhis  for  his  Reafon,  / fear  God,  Gen.  yo.  19,20. 
Mercy  with  the  Midwives  preferring  the  Male-Infants,  £*W.t.2i.  Ju- 
z.Chron.  ftice  in  Judges  againft  Ufury  andOpprflfionjT^^.y.p.  and  his  different 
tf,7.  carriage  from  former  Governours,  in  eafing'  the  People  of  btirthenfome 
Charges,  what  he  could,  PfaL  14,  ly.  againfl:  the  prophaning  of  the 
Temple,  and  of  the  Sabbath,  and  neglcgj^of  thePriefts  and  Levices,  and 
the  Marriages  of  ftraiige  Wives,  Chap.  15. 

Mcafz.  From  the  great  Truft  committed  to  Civil  Rulers, 

1*  To  do  Juftice,* according  to  Scripture^Ruks,  z Chron.t  p.6,7. 

Rom.  1 3 . 2.  To  fee  that  others  do  juflly  tow  ards  one  another^ for  he  k the  MU 

4,  nifler  of  God  for  thy  goody  grc.  * 

3.  To  prote&  men  in  every  good  way.  1 Tim,  2,  2.  Pray  for  Kings  r 
and  for  all  that  are  in  <s€mherity}  that  we  may  lead  a quin  and  peaceable 
life , in  ail  god  li  Kefs  and  honefty. 

4.  To  uphold  the  Churches  walking  in  the  order  of  the  Gofpel.  Ifa* 
49.23.  Kings  (haH  be  thy  mrjtng  Fat  hers,  and  Queens  thynmrfing 
therst  &c, 

y.  Their  End’fhould  be  to  exalt  Chrift  in  difpenfing his  Government 
in  TeArf«,Pfah2. io,ii.&72«i.  to  18. 

Vfe.  Exhortation*  1.  To  the  Freemen,  who  are  entrufted  by  the  Com- 
munity, to  chufe  Magiftrates  by  their  fufirages,  tofoltow  the  counfel  of 
Jethro  to  Mofes,  Exod,  x8.  21.  Moreover , provide  thou  among  all  the 
People , men  of  courage,  men  fearing  God , hating  covetoafnefs^&c,  a*  Mofes 
did,  verfi 2y.  which  alfo  LMofes  gave  to  the  Tribes,  Dgut.i.x$. 

iJbtotive.t.  The  choice  of  good  Rulers  will  be  a fign  and  pledge  of 
Gods  intendment  to  blefs  their  Government  and  his  People  thereby.  For 
when  God  gives  Rulers,  whom  he  intends  to  make  a bidfing  to  his  Peo- 
pie,  they  (kill  be  inch  as  are  bleffed  of  him  in  Chrift  for  the  good  oT  that 
People,  //*,i.2y,2<f.  Then  l will  turn  mine  hand  upon  thee f and  burn  out 
thy  drofsy  till  it  be  pure , and  take  away  all  thy  tinn  3 and  l wild  reftore  thy 
Judges  at  at  the  fir  ft,  and  thy  Councilors  as  at  thy  beginning*  Tf  this  be 
negk&cd,  -the  Government  will  not  be  blefled,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
People  will  be  ruined.  But  if  Chrift  blefs  the  Governours 5 he  fhallbe 
our  peace,  whaefbever  Enemies  come  againft  us,  or  rif 
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he  (hall  be  our  peace,  when  A four  fhall  come  into  our  Land,  Zee.  he  will  Mlc.  y. 
raifefeven  Shepherds,  and  eighc  principal  Men,  chat  fnall  be  our  Relief.  5 ,<5. 
But  you  have  no  In  dance  in  Scripture,  that  ever  God  was  with  a People 
to  blefs  them,  in  a courfe  of  fpeciai  Providence,  when  they  that  feared 
not  God ,wei  e their  Rulers,  by  their  own  confent  and  choice  : Let  Chrift 
therefore  have  the  prehemincnce  in  all  things,  and  in  your  choice  of 
Rulers  for  the  Commonwealth}  and  in  order  thereunto,  fee  that  they 
whom  you  choofe  to  be  Rulers,  be  men  interrefied  ocrfonaily  Chrifr : 

For  when  they  that  are  called  to  Ruling  Pow  er,  ceafe  to  excit  it  in  fub- 
feryiency  to  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift,  there  will  be  an  end  of  New- 
England *s  Glory,  and  Happincfs,  and  Safety. 

Mot .2.  You  mud  fubmic  to  their  Authority,  and  perform  all  duties  to 
them,  whom  you  have  chofento  be  your  Rulers,  whether  they  be  good 
or  had,  by  vextue  of  the  Relation  between  them  and  you- 5,  So  Wiv  es  to 
their  Husbands,  though  Unbelievers,  % Cor, 7.  x$.  And  Servants  to  their 
Mailers  though  fro  ward,  x Pet.  2.  18.  Therefore  as  this  fliould  Caution 
Women,  and  Youngmen  to  beware  cf  clmfing  bad  Husbands,  and  Ma- 
ilers 2 fo,  and  much  more,  it  fliould  Caution  you  in  your  chooiing  pub- 
lick  Rulers,  if  you  mind  the  publick  or  private  good  of  yours, 

Mot.i*  If  max  unjuft,  and  that  fear  not  God,  be  chofen  Rulers  of  the 
Common-wealth,  all  the  People  art  in  danger  of  being  puniihed  by  the 
wrath  of  God  for  the  fins  of  their  Rulers  3 Bad  men  being  in  publick  ' 
place,  wall  give  bad  counfel  to  corru pt  Religion,  Ezck*  11.1,2,  Jaazaniab 
. and  Palatiah*  Princes  of  the  People,  are  fa:d  to  be  the  men  that  imagine 
mi f chief*  and  dewife  wicked  counfcl  in  the  City  ; the  end  wilj  be  ruine.  See 
when  the  men  of  Shechem  chofea  bramble,  Abimelech , to  be  their  Ruler, 
fee yWg.p.2,14, 15,23,52,53*  The  fins  of  Jeroboam^  and  of  thofe  that 
fucceded  him, their  corrupting  Religion, ruined  not  only  their  own  Fami- 
lies, but  alio  all  Ifiael*  which  was  threatned,  1 King.  14.  15.  For  the 
Lord  JhaH  fmite  Ifrael  m when  a Reed  is  (hak.en  in  the  Water , and  he  {hall 
weed  Ifrael  out  of  this  good  Land , which  he  gave  to  their  Fathers*  and  fhaU 
fcatter  them  beyond  the  River , becaufe  they  have  mide  groves , provoking 
the  Lord  to  anger . The  fame  befel  Judah  for  the  fins  of  Manaffeh*  Jer.i  5,4. 

And  for  the  fins  of  other  Rulers,  by  corrupting  Religion,  and  unrighteous 
dealings,  whereof  the  Prophets  complained. 

Exhort  a.  To  thofe,  y/ho  by  the  confent  of  the  Freemen,  are  accor-  V[c * 
ding  to  Gods  Ordinance,  W-be  invefted  with  Magillratical  Power  and 
Authority, to  obferve  Mofes  his  Charge  to  the  J udges,D*  . 1. 1 1 7.  Af/?d 
I charged  your  Judges  that  Jame  time , ' faying*  Hear  the  Controverfics  be- 
tween your  Brethren*  and  judge  right  con  fly*  and  Jeho(hapbats% 
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2 Chron.  19.9,  to.  ’Be  wife  therefore  ye  Rulers,  and  confider  that  your 
Life,  and  all  our  Good,  your  Profperity  and  Protection  lies,  not  in  this 
or  that  Politick  defign,  or  whatfoever  eife  under  the  Sun,  bur  alone  in 
Gods  gracious  Prefence  with  you,  P fal. 4-6,7.  Oh  ! provoke  him  not 
to  depart  from  us,  but  feek  the  continuance  of  his  prefence  with  us,  and 
fix  your  thoughts  on  the  things  which  tend  to  allure  Gods  Ipecial  pro- 
vidential Prefence  with  us.The  things  incumbent  on  you, in  order  here- 
unto, are  fuch  as  refpe6b  either  Perfons  or  Things } my  defire  is  to  {peak 
in  love  to  the  Truth  and  Peace. 

1.  For  Perfons : Provide  for  the  Protection,  Encouragement,  and 

Liberty  of  all  thofe  whom  God  owneth  to  be  his  People,  that  fear 
him}  take  care  that  they  be  not  trodden  under  foot,  noi  (Wallowed 
up,  imiyexpofed  to  the  tage  and  contempt  of  men  ; only  for  thofe  that 
walk  Orderly,  and  peaceably,  not  offenhvely  to  one  or  other,  or  to  the 
Church  of  God  ; though  they  differ  from  others  m their  Apprehenfi- 
ons  and  Perfwafions,  though  mifguided  } yet  are  willing  to  receive 
Light  in  Gods  way  and  time : Thefc  are  to  God  as  the  Apple  of  his 

Bye,  and  let  their  Safety  be  alfo  to  you.  Be  not  ready  to  receive  ill 
reports  againft  them.  Jer. 20.10.  Report  fay  they , and  we  will  report , c -hr. 
Pfal,  15 .3.  nor  rcceiveth  a falfe  report  againll  his  neighbour,  1 Tim. 
1. 1 9. 

2.  For  Things  : They  are  either  the  things  of  God,  or  the  things  of 
Men  : 1;  For  the  things  of  God  } the  publick  Profefiion  and  Pra&ice  of 
Religion,  which  is  in  great  danger  by  two  efctr earns } mifguided  Zeal, 
and  Formallity : Let  the  Honourable  Court  therefore  approve  them- 
frlves  to  Rule  in  the  fear  of  God,  by  their  perfonal  knowing,  imbra- 
cing,  and  obeying  the  Gofpel  of  Chrifi;  aftd  by  their  protecting  the 
Churches  that  are  orderly  gathered,  and  walk  according  to  GofpeL 
Rules,  from  the  violence  and  injuries  of  their  oppofers,  remembring 
that  dreadful- threatning,  If  a*  60,  it/  For  the  Nation  and  the  Kingdom , 
that  will  not  for ve  thee , (hallperijh , &c. 

I fhali  add  a few  Caveats.  1.  Take  heed  of  a various  management  of 
matters  of  Religion,  to  the  advantage  of  the  prefent  pofiures  and  con- 
dition of  your  Civil  Affairs.  The  things  of  Chrifi  fhould  be  as  Jofephs 
Sheaf,  to  which  all  other  fhould  bow.  When  they  are  made  to  cringe 
and  bend  to  mens  Policies,  they  are  no  longer  the  things  of  Chrifi: : All 
Gods  Truths  are  Eternal  and  lln changeable  by  men  : Give  them  all' 
at  once  the  foveraignty  of  your  Souls,  and  have  not  the  leaft  thought 
of  making  them  bend  to  ferve  your  worldly  ends,  but  cleave  to  the 
Truth  of  the  Precepts,  and  live  by  the.  Truth  of.  the  Proimfes ; for 
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■performance  whereof,  the  God  of  Truth  hath  engaged  his  Alfurticiency 
2.  Take  heed  and  beware  that  you  deprive^  not  any  Inftituted  Chrifti- 
an  Church,  walking  according  to  Gofpel  Rules,  of  the  Power  and  Pri- 
viledges  which  Chrift  hath  purchafed  for  them  by  his  precious  blood 
and  given  unto  them,  Mm.  16.19.  God  calls  Civil  Rulers  to  protea 
and  prefcrve  fuch  Churches  ; if  he  hath  given  them  liberty, and  you  fub- 
jecft  them  to  bondage ; if  he  hath  given  chcm  power  in  their  proper  con- 
cernments within  themfelves,  and  you  countenance  and  uohold  others 
to  exercife  power  over  the  Churches, in  fuch  things  to  whom  Chrift  ne- 
ver gave  fuch  puwer;  you  will  have  a fad  reckoning. Remember  Jem  ah's 
Argument, againft  the  encroachments  of  the  Amoxites  upon  the  Rights  of 
Ifrael,  Judg.  1 1. 14*  1 ■ Avoid  carefully  impcfing  upon  the  Churches  any 
thing  that  Chrift  hath  not  put  upon  them,  viz..  1.  Mens  Opinions,  e- 
fpecially  when  they  are  fuch  as  prevailed  in  an  hour  of  Temptation, 
though  confented  to  by  the  maor  part  of  a Topical  Synod,  yet  difliked 
by  fome  of  themfelves  , and  by  other  godly  Mmifters,  both  in  this 
Couiurey,  and  in  other  Countries,  fo  that  they  are  things  Controverted 
and  under  Difptue.  Impofe  not  fuch  things  upon  Churches,  left  Co'n~ 
tentfons  arife  in  the  Chuiches  about  Opinions,  which  are  no  part  of  the' 
Faith  once  given  to  the  Saints,  for  which  we  are  called -to  contend  ear- 
neftfy,  Jude  g.  2.  A Handing  Council,  for  which  we  find  no  warrant 
111  the  New-Tcftamer.t,  nor  Example  in  the  Primitive  Churches,  nor  in 
Succeeding  Ages,  for  fome  hundred  years  after  Chrift.  „ fvJor  is  it’ fafe  for 
the  Churches,  which  are  thereby  fubje&ed-tnrder  an  undue  Tower  out  of 
the  Church,  which  under  a-  pretence  — of  helping  the  Church  with 
•heir  Light,  bereave  them  of  their  Power;  in  re  propria,  binding  thenv 
to  reft  in  their  Decifions,  and  to-praflife  accordingly!  As  for  occafional- 
Councils,  two  extreams  muft  be  avoided,  . 1,  A total  reje&ing  Counci  Is : 
For,  when  the  need  of  any  Church  requireth  fuch  helps,  through  want  of 
Light,  or  of  confent  within  it  fdf,  in  weighty  and  difficult  queftions,  ic 
is  their  Liberty,  and  Prudence,  and  Duty,  voluntarily,  to  feefc  help  from, 
others  cliofen  by  that  Church;  being  approved  for  their  Orthodoxy,  and 
Faithfulnefs  to  Chrift,  and  to  his  Caufe,.  and  Intereff ; And  when  their 
Counfel  is  given,  it  is  the  Duty  of  the  faid  Church  to  try  it  by  the  Scrip- 
ture; and  if  it  be  found  to  agree  with  the  Oracles  of  God,  to  acquiefce. 
in  it,  elfe  not ; according  to  chat  Rule,  x Thef.$. 21.  2.  A preparing- 
the  Judgment  of  a Council  when  it  fuitsfwith  mens  own  minds,  wills' 
and  ends,  shove  any  Light  for  the  contrary  ,though  it  beheld  forth  from 
the  Word  of  God,  fo  as  to  reft  in  what  the  Council  faith,  without  con-- 
udering  whether  it  be  according  to  the  holy  Mind  and  Will . of  God,  der 
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ckred  in  the  Sculptures.  This  is  an  abiifc  of  Councils, which  hath  iharjr- 
ned  the  Pens  of  Godly  Learned  men  in  their  Writings  againft  it,  not  on- 
ly againft  Popifh  Councils,  which  bind  People  to  receive  their  Supei  did- 
ous  Devices  and  Impositions,  as  matters  of  Faith  ; but  againft  other 
Councils,  which  have, too^  peremptorily  and  abfolutely  obtruded  their 
own  Determinations  without  Scripture-proof.  Hence  Luther  affirmed  of 
thefiift  general  Council  a t Nice  (which  was  accounted  the  beft)  That 
he  underftood  not- that  the  Holy  Ghoft  fpeak  in  it ; and  that  the  Canons 
and  Articles  thereof,  were  but  Hay,  and  Straw,  and  Stubbie.  And  Btz,# 
(in  his  Preface  to  the  Ncw-Teftament)  lakh.  That  fucnWas  the  folly, 
ignorance,  and  ambition  of  many  Biihops,  in  the  heft  times,  that  you 
would  have  fuppofed  the  Devil  to  have  been  prdident  in  their  Affcmblies* 
And,  long  before  thefe,  Naz>fanz»*n  complained,  That  he  never  faw  good 
end  of  any,  and  refolved  never  to  coma  at  them  more  ; yet  he  lived  under 
the  good  Empcrour  Theodojim • WThcn  Councils  feek  to  pleafe  themfelves 
and  other  men,  more  then  to  ferve  Chrift:,  their  Conclusions  wil)  be  an** 
fwerable  to  their  feope.  Hence  the  German  Interim  was  agreed  upon  by 
fmtdry  Minifters  to  pleafe  the  Emperour,  but  other  Orthodox  Minifters 
difiented,  and  wrote  againft  it.  The  Synod  inEngland^  under  the 
Prelacy,  publifhed  Super  ft  itious  Ceremonies  ; againft:  which  many  god^ 
fy  learned  Minifters  wrote,  and  were  fileuccd  who  are,  to  this  day, 
cal led  yTht  good  Old  Nonconformists  : The  late  Reverend  T each  ay  to  re- 
eftablifh  a Church,  publifhed  a Catecliifm  for  the  Children  of  it,  where- 
in he  taught  them  concerning  the  Power  of  Councils ; that  the  Queftion 
is  carried  to  the  Council,  but  tile  Caufe  ftill  remaineth  in  and  with  the 
Church.  This  ftiali  fuffice,  for  the  prefent,  to  have  been  fpoken  to  th% 
Care  that  the  Honourable  Court  is  to  Exercife  about  the  things  of  God . 
The  next  things  to  be  fpoken  to  briefly,  aTe  the  things  of  men  ; they  are 
righteous  Adminiftrations  of  Juftice  in  matters  of  dais  Lif  e^Thefe  wheels 
alfo  you  are  to  fee  going,  i .If  upon  revifal  of  your  Body  of  Laws  any  one 
be  found  to  be  un  juft  and  oppreffing,  let  ii:  be  expunged,  and  altered; 
And  for  thofe  that  are  good,  provide  for  good  execution.  2.  Let  the 
foveraign  Diblates  of  Nature, be  conftantly  attended  by  you,  which  Chrift 
notes  to  be  the  funa  of  all  Moral  Duties,  in  the  two  Tables,  Qttod  tiif fieri  ' 
non  vis , alteri  no  faceris^  Mat,7«*2*  Would  you  enjoy  peace  and  liberty 
in  Profiling  and  Pra&ifing  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Word,  as  you 
are  perfwaded  ; let  others  alfo  that  feat  God,  and  walk  orderly  and  juft- 
ly,  and  peaceably  with  them,  enjoy  the  like  Peace  and  Civil  Liberties* 
left ‘other  Rulers  be  encouraged  by  your  Example,  to  meafure  to  us  again, 
with  what  meafure  we  mete  unto  others,  they  accounting,  as  we  do  them. 
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This  is  threatned  in  Mat.7-2.  I lhall  conclude  with  a brief  reminding 
you  of  thefirft  beginning  of  this  Colony  of  the  Maffachufas^  which  I 
have  the  better  advantage,  and  more  fpeciai  engagement  to  do  ; being  one 
cf  them,  by  whom  the  Patent,  which  you  enjoy,  was  procured;  ancl  to 
whom  it  was  committed,  ty  King  Charles  the  firft,  and  HisMajcfties 
moft  Honourable  Privy  Council.  My  Name  was  not  mentioned  m the 
Patent,  becaufe  I dehred  it  might  be  left  out,  left  the  then  Bilhop  of 
London^  who  was  of  the  Privy  Counci,  ihculd  have  an  ill  eye  upon  me 
for  my  appealing  fo  far  in  that  work,  whereunto  he  was  oppofie : but  in 
expences  for  any  Helps  to  promove  the  Work,  in  the  firlf  beginnings  of  it, 
I bore  my  part,  meerly  tor  the  ferviee  of  Chrift,  and  for  the  help  of 
his  People,  I not  knowing  that  ever  I fhould  remove  unto  thefe  parts,  by 
vertue  of  that  Patent.  When  it  was  obtained,  and  committed  to  us,  we 
were  made  a Corporation  for  Nero -England?  and  accordingly  acted,  in 
f undry  Meetings,  and  chofc  Mr  Entile ot  to  be  the  firft  Governour,  and 
fent  him  hither  ; and  for  his  encouragement,  we  gave  him  an  Houfe  at 
Salem?  which  was  built  for  the  ufe  of  the  Corporation  in  London  ; and 
he  carried  with  him  two  Minifters.  The  next  year  the  Corporation  in 
London,  underftanduig  that  honourable  Mr  fVinthrope?  inclined  to  re- 
move himfelf  anti  J'amily  to  New-England?  chofe  him  to  be  Governor, 
who  came  to  Boflon , and  with  him  we  fent  the  Patent,  to  prevent  future 
inconvenieneies  | and  God  blefTed  it  tp  that  end,  as  it  appeared  foon  af- 
terward. In  the  firft  General  Court,  after  his  Arrival,  the  Civil  Order 
was  fettled  in  a Selcd  Company  of  Free  Planters,  fuch  as  were  accoun- 
ted moft  fit  to  manage  publick  Truft,  to  ChrifVs  Ends;  thefe  choofe  a 
Clover ndur,  and  Deputy-Goveniour,  and  a limited  number  of  Aftiftants^ 
inverted  with  MagiilracicaJ  Power,  and  Deputies  from  the  refpeftive 
Plantations,  according  to  the  Patent,  which  gave  liberty  to  order  Civil 
A fairs 5 as  they  found  beft.  Churches  aifo  were  gathered  in  a Congre- 
gational way,  and  walked  therein,^  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Go- 
£pd,  with  much  peace  and  confenf  among  themfelves,  which  that  now 
blefled  Servant  ofChrift,Mr  John  Cotton  ?t he  firft  Teacher  to  this  Church, 
& approved,  that  he  wrote  unto  me,  being  then  in  Holland?  to  encourage 
my  coming  to  New -England*)  that  the  Order  of  the  Churches  and  of  the 
Commonwealth  was  fo  fettled,  by  common  Confent ; that  it  brought  to 
his  mind,  the  New  Heaven  and  New  Earth,  wherein  dwells  Righteotsf- 
hefs,  advifing  me  to  come^  hither  free  from  Engagements  to  others.  But 
Satan,  in  aihort  time,  fbVd  up  Strifes  and  Diffentions,  to  the  great  di- 
fturbanceof  the  Churches  and  of  the  Countrey,  whch  Godatlaft  mer- 
cifully quieted ; nor  hath  the  Gofpcl  come  unto  you  empty  handed,  but  ♦ 
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hath  brought  unto  you  in  its  Tighten  d ySpir itual  Good  Things.,  through 
JefiisChrift,  with  Eternal  Salvation  to  thofe  that  believe  in  him  ^ Arvi 
in  its  leffchand,  Riches,  and  Honour,  with  Protection  and  Deliverances 
from  Enemies  of  all  forts.'  Now  therefore  take  heed  and  beware,  that 
the  Lord  may  not  have  juft  caufe  to  complain  of  us,  as  he  did  of  diofc  in 
Jer . 2.  21.  & Rev.  2.  4.  left  you  lofe  by  Gods  puniffiing  Juftict,  what 
you  received  from  his  free  Mercy,  left  he  remove  the  golden  Candle- 
fticks,  and  die  burning  and  fhining  Lights  in  them,  as  he  hath-al  ready 
done  many  eminent  Lights  ; and  wo  to  them  from  whom  die  Gdfpel  is 
removed,  for  their  abiding  it,  and  the  Meflengersof  it.  ,^tovuld  you  y ec 
lee  good  dayes,  and  enjoy  good  things  as  in  times  paftl^  'dffty  the  couh- 
fei  that  the  Spirit  gave  to  the  Church  at  Ephefus,  Rev.  2.  y.  And  to  the 
Angel  of  the  Church  in  Sxrdu,  Rtev.  3.  a,  3.  And  take  die  oourfe  that 
Jchofhaf  hat  took,  and  was  blefted  thcrein,  and  all  Judah  with  him, 
2 Chron.Tj.l , The  Lord  was*  with- ‘fchoflMfhat,  becaufc  he  walked  in  the 
firft  wayes  of  his  Father  David  : And  fee  that  your  fruitfulnefs  in  good,' 
anfwereth  the  coft  3c  pains  that  God  hath  been  at  with  you  in  his  Vine-, 
yard,  left  the  Lord  be  provoked  to  deal  withus,  as  he  did  with  his  an- 
cient Vineyard*//*.  5.  from  the  firft  to  the  eightxer-k 
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